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he said at Putney, " has once more raised the Home
Rule flag, and I as an Irishman regret it. I regret it because
I hoped that the recent legislation passed by the Unionist
Government, under which extended local government
was given to Ireland, and under which 120 millions of
the taxpayers' money was either invested in or promised
to that country, would have been allowed to work itself out
and bring about, as we desire, beneficent results, without
raising, once again the question of the dismemberment of
the Empire." In another speech he said, " It should never
be forgotten that we are a Unionist Party, and it is our first
duty to maintain the Union. There are forces gathering
which may necessitate our girding ourselves once more to go
forth to do battle for the good cause."
In his advocacy of Protection he was anxious to show to
the electorate that there need be no sudden change from the
greatest measure of Free Trade to High Protection. He
pleaded this issue with studied moderation. " Why should
this matter make everybody call each other names ? " he
asked. He placed the question as a matter of business before
the people. He considered that the Protectionist zealots had
played into the hands of the Free Traders by the extreme
contrast which they drew between the two policies. " Are
you satisfied," he had said in Manchester in February 1905,
" with fiscal conditions as they now stand, where English
goods alone are taxed in the markets of the world ? It is a
gigantic business question for the nation. Are we going to
refuse the hand which the Colonies hold out to us ? There is
no need of a great reversal of policy. We must act tentatively
and scientifically. We must try and evolve by scientific
arrangements some system which will put us on an equal
footing with foreign countries in the great industrial com-
petition in which we are now involved."
Thus, with foreboding in his heart, Carson went up and
down the country pleading that the cause for which he
stood, the Union of England and Ireland, should not be
forgotten in the wider discussion of proposals for fiscal
reform, which would make possible a world-wide Union
of the British Empire.